Turtle Creek Valley COG
Director’s Report

TCVCOG Board Meeting

October 27, 2011
Important Dates:

In September we hosted our first forum, “The COG and the Future of Local Government – Impacts to your 2012 Municipal Budget”.  Dennis Davin, Director, and Jack Exler, Deputy Director from the Department of Economic Development presented their impressions of the future of the CDBG program, what that means to you, and what it means to us collectively as the TCVCOG.  They also discussed a new funding program, and answered questions pertaining to emergency funding, and loan programs.  Food and beverages were graciously donated by Chester Engineers, Evashavik DiLucente & Tetlow, and Glenn Engineering.  Seventeen of our twenty towns registered for the event.
The next TCVCOG Fire Services Advisory Committee will be meeting on Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at 6pm in the COG office.  We will be discussing CCAC’s program and how it can/should be improved, and any other matters the committee may choose to include on the agenda.  

An, John and I continue to work on a vacant property and blight program.  
The Manager’s Advisory Committee has expressed interest in moving forward with a TCVCOG-wide Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Appeals board.  I will be sending a letter to your manager/secretary explaining the program and asking for participation.  Participating towns will have the benefit of having a board in place should the need arise.

I have been asked to sit on a panel for the Local Government Academy’s Newly Elected Officials Course (NEOC).  Other panelists include Michael Foreman, Dick Hadley and David Miller.

The Municipal Manager of Monroeville, Tim Little, decided to begin filming “Monroeville at your Service” which airs on TV-15 (Comcast – Verizon is 45).  In order to help educate people on the COG, Tim asked me to be his first guest.  The show has been airing throughout October.

I have begun working with East Pittsburgh and North Braddock Boroughs to administer grant funds through the Local Government Academy.  The purpose of the grant is to build upon their joint Comprehensive Plan – specifically to do joint zoning ordinances with maps.

I plan to attend the Smart Growth Conference on December 13th, and will bring back the information to our members.

Police Chief Advisory Committee Meeting:

Attendance:  Chief Williams, Chief Bazzone, Chief Krancic, Officer Watson, Chief B. Payne,   Chief DiCenzo, Chief Kraeer, Officer Armstrong, Chief Kujuva, Chief Hockenberry, Chief L. Payne

The Turtle Creek Valley COG Police Advisory Committee met on Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at 10:00am at the Turtle Creek Valley COG office.  

Lt. John Sakoian gave an overview of Critical Incident Training that he will be conducting this Friday and Monday for our members.  Can the Steelers win without knowing or practicing plays?  The purpose of this training is to teach sound swat tactics to patrol officers that are first responders to a scene.  The first two hours of an incident can have a critical impact on the outcome of an event.  First responders need to respond adequately/decisively to prevent casualties.  These types of incidents can happen anywhere, anytime – for example, a neighborhood church, school, or daycare.  It is crucial that officers from all municipalities speak the same language and understand the same tactics.  It wasn’t until the LA Fitness shooting that many department realized they were unprepared.  Since then all officers in the SHACOG have had this training.

There is confusion as to the number of dispatch channels that will be allocated to the Eastern Suburbs by Allegheny County.  Officer Watson suggested sending a letter to Alvin Henderson from the Police Chief Advisory Committee to express concern and request clarification.  Chief B. Payne said that the Eastern Suburbs using County 911 should have representation on the committee, and that this request should be included in the letter.  Amanda will draft a letter in November for the committee to review.

Amanda asked if anyone had updates regarding the status of the Mutual Aid Agreement.  Swissvale Borough has passed an ordinance.  They have agreed to share that ordinance with the group.  

Chief Krancic reported that Allegheny County was unprepared to get Wilkins Township’s new radios on-line.  The committee again expressed their dissatisfaction with lack of information from the County.

Chief Kujuva asked for clarification on P25 radios.  Officer Armstrong explained that although Allegheny County did not purchase P25 capable radio’s, this could be a Federal mandate in the future.  Non P25 radio’s can be upgraded if necessary, but upgrades are costly.

The next Police Chief meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 9th at 10:00am at the COG office. 

Manager’s Advisory Committee Meeting:

Attendance:  Tim Little – Monroeville; Allsion Serakowski – North Versailles; Patty Logo – Pitcairn; Connie Rosenbayger – East McKeesport; Greg Bachy – Plum

The Manager’s met on Wednesday, October 19, 2011 at 10:00am in the Turtle Creek Valley COG office.

Amanda presented the results of the Building Inspection survey that was sent to all members.  Six towns responded, and all were in favor of creating a COG-Wide Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Board of Appeals.  Many were also interested in supplemental code enforcement depending on costs.

The committee determined that the best place to start is with the UCC Board of Appeals.  There was discussion about the details of the Board including location of the meetings (COG office), Advertisement in official paper of record for the town involved, the requirements of a stenographer, and the costs associated with application.  Amanda will be sending a letter to every member town explaining what the board is and the benefits of participation.  Tim Little stated that it was a good starting point because there is no reason for any town not to participate.

Larry indicated that there is interest from Wilkinsburg Code Enforcement to have COG-wide code enforcement officer meetings.  Amanda said she will investigate interest and shoot for the first of the year for a meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16th at 10:00am in the COG office.
Respectfully submitted by Amanda Settelmaier.

